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I. Medical and Surgical Reports of the Boston City Hos¬ 

pital. Second series. Boston, 1877. Published by the 
Board of Trustees. Edited by David W. Cheever, M. D., 
and F. W. Draper, M. D. 316 pages. 

II. Lectures on Fevers. By Alfred L. Loomis, A. M., M. D. 
New York : Wm. Wood & Co., 1877. 403 pages. 

III. Nurse and Patient, and Camp Cure. By S. Weir Mitchell, 
M. D. ( Reprinted from Lippincott's Magazine.) Philadel¬ 
phia, 1877 : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 73 pages. 

IV. Cutaneous and Veneral Memoranda. By Henry G. 
Piffard, A. M., M. D., and George Henry Fox, A. M., M. D. 
New York : Wm. Wood & Co., 1877. 296 pages. 

V. Ein Beitrag zur Aetologie der Epilepsie. Von Dr. Neftel 

in New York. (Separatabdruck aus dem Archiv fuer. Psych¬ 
iatric.) (On the Aetiology of Epilepsy.) 16 pages. 

I. This is a very handsomely gotten up volume, and contains, 
besides elaborate plans and descriptions of the hospital in its 
present completed condition, a number of papers of interest by 
the members of the medical and surgical staff. Among these 
are the following, which come within the special scope of our 
journal: “ On Certain Diseases of, the Nervous Centres,” by 
Robert T. Edes, M. D.; ‘’Diseases of the Brain in its Relation 
to Inflammations of the Ear,” by J. Orne Green, M. D.; and 
“Sclerosis of the Spinal Cord,” by S. G. Webber, M. D. The 
first of these is a collection of several clinical cases, rather briefly 
reported, of cerebral syphilis, tumor, and of sclerosis of the pos¬ 
terior columns of the spinal cord, and, except some of the first 
mentioned disorders, accompanied with autopsies, several of 
which are illustrated by plates. Dr. Green’s paper is not a 
“ casuistic” article, but he gives a discussion of the general sub¬ 
ject of brain disease arising from purulent otitis, with a pretty 
fair statement of the present state of our knowledge on the 
subject. Dr. Webber narrates five cases of spinal and cerebro¬ 
spinal sclerosis, only one of which, however, is complete with 
the autopsy. One of the cases is diagnosed as of the amyotro¬ 
phic lateral sclerosis of Charcot, the others are examples of the 
more familiar forms of locomotor ataxy and cerebro-spinal scle¬ 
rosis, in one of which the clinical symptoms in the earlier stage 
suggests the diagnosis of tumor of the brain. The discussion 
of these cases, so far as it goes, is well done. 

The volume, as a whole, is a very creditable one to the medical 
men who are its authors, and to the corporation under whose 
auspices it is published. 



Shorter Notices. 


165 


II. This work is the republication, with slight revisions, of 
a series of lectures delivered in the medical department of the 
University of the City of New York to the class of 1876-7. As 
they are here reproduced, as given to the students, they are 
plain, practical, and clearly expressed, and give in a perma¬ 
nent form the instructions of an able teacher. At the close of 
the work is an extended list of works relating to the subject, 
but this, since it does not include many articles in journals, can¬ 
not be considered anything like an exhaustive bibliography. 

III. Messrs. Lippincott & Co. have reproduced and put in 
more permanent form in this little book, two papers by Dr. Weir 
Mitchell, both of which, and more particularly the first, are 
likely to be profitable reading for the general as well as the 
medical public. Tn the first, that entitled “Nurse and Patient,” 
some of the essentials of the proper care of the sick are very 
well set forth, and in a style that should insure for the essay 
many readers who rarely look into print for .edification rather 
than entertainment. The second article is not less good, and 
even more popular in its nature, and together they form a very 
attractive and readable and an undoubtedly useful brochure. 

IV. Drs. Piffard and Fox have produced in convenient and 
very condensed form a collection of the principal practical points 
in relation to cutaneous and veneral diseases. It cannot of 
course supersede more extended and thorough works, from a 
study of which alone one can become even a well-posted gen¬ 
eral practitioner, and we would not wish in our notice to convey 
any idea that it can be in any way a substitute for such to the 
student or the physician. But as a collection of useful memor¬ 
anda for handy reference, we can give it our recommendation. 

V. This paper has appeared almost verbatim, in an English 
form, in the “Transactions of the International Medical Cong¬ 
ress,” held at Philadelphia year before last. It consists of the 
account and discussion of a case of epilepsy of traumatic origin, 
and the points made by the author are summed up in the follow¬ 
ing conclusions : 

1. “ From the above-described case the possibility has been 
demonstrated that from traumatic influences on the head, with¬ 
out injury to the brain, epilepsy may be produced in a perfectly 
healthy person free from any hereditary neuropathic predispo- 
sition. 

2. “ Further investigations are required for the demonstra¬ 
tion of the fact that such injuries in childhood furnish the etio¬ 
logical factors of epilepsy in many, perhaps the great majority 
of cases.” 



